16 March 2026

Dear Mayor Bowser and Members of the DC Council,

We value public education. If you share that value, you cannot opt into Section 70411 of the OBBBA
which creates a K-12 federal tax credit voucher program and allows states to opt in. Beginning in 2027,
individuals can get a dollar-for-dollar federal tax credit — up to $1,700 per year per person ($3400 for
married couples) — for donations made to designated scholarship granting organizations (SGOs). The
SGO must distribute 90% of its income to provide vouchers to students attending K—12 schools to
support educational costs. The vast majority of the funding is expected to be directed to private school
tuition subsidies.

We have no reason to believe that further guidance will allow the mayor to control how these funds are
spent. The goal is to privatize education. These are vouchers that divert funds away from public
schools. There is no cap on how much in vouchers is available. Families making up to $329,000 would
be eligible. While it is allowed it is not required for any funds to be distributed to support students in
public schools. Tax credits mean less money available to be spent to support public education, health,
SNAP etc. Additionally, voucher expansions necessarily disenfranchise students with disabilities, who
may not realize that they waive their IDEA rights if entering into private systems. Students who identify
as Multilingual Learners also have no guaranteed services in private systems, and students who
experience disciplinary pushout, particularly students of color, have few discrimination protections. The
history of school voucher programs show clear exclusionary and racist intent, which has not been
mitigated by the OBBA policy. This lack of support has a clear and immediate effect for students who
might “benefit” from SGOs.

DC will not control the SGO’s who disburse the funds. The necessary accountability and anti-
discrimination measures to protect our students and communities are weak. The federal
nondiscrimination protections and civil rights laws are now limited and shrinking. As noted the current
voucher program has been costly but not effective.

This tax credit was passed to support students already attending private schools and to incentivize
others to join them outside the public system. The threat of a reduced birth rate in the city and school
closings is already with us. We don’t know how many families might apply or what the effect will be but
we do understand the goal is to destabilize and undermine public schools.

While it is theoretically possible for public school-focused SGOs to raise money for supplemental
services, the funds raised by those who support public school giving currently give to their school PTA’s
and local fundraisers. There is little chance that funds will go to those that need them the most,
advance equity or support our fragile democracy here in DC.

It is short sighted and dangerous to opt in to this program. This administration can continue to
eliminate funds for educational programming, community schools and move on to gutting IDEA and Title
1 while they claim they are spending billions on education through the tax credit program.

We the undersigned ask that you do not OPT in and that you stand for Public Education and public
programs that will benefit all of the residents of the District of Columbia, not a chosen few.
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